Syllabus (Course description)

Course title:

Modern mythologies / Theory-based project development A

Course instructor(s), contact details:

Dr. Povedak Istvan / povedak@mome.hu

Code: Curriculum Recommended Credit: Number of class
M-AE-E-102-A (program/level): semester: 5 hours: 36

ESMA 1-3 Student task hours:

114

Related codes: Type: Can it be an elective | In case of an elective course what
M-AE-102, seminar course? are the specific prerequisites:
ER-THEO-BA-ELM- Yes
20242501-01

Course connections (prerequisites, parallels):

Aim and principles of the course:

The course aims at a multidisciplinary analysis of modern mythologies of the 20th-21st centuries. By
modern mythologies we do not only analyse the perpetuation of classical myths, but also a series of
phenomena mythicised in contemporary society and their manifestations, primarily in visual culture,

performative rituals, public spaces, and media.

Learning outcomes (professional and general competences to be developed):
Knowledge: a modern mitoldgidk keletkezése, miikodése, megnyilvanulasai
Skill: 6nallé gy(jtés, feldolgozds, értelmezés, elemzés

Attitude: elfogadads, nyitottsag, érzékenység, kritikai érzék

Autonomy and responsibility: 6nallé gy(ijtésen alapulé munka

Topics and themes to be covered in the course:

1. Myth, mythology, legend, lore, belief, gossip

2. When, why and how do modern mythologies arise? Digital folklore

3. Conspiracy theories. Evolution, variations, drivers

4. Identity-forming myths. Myths of tradition, history, nation, homeland

5. Heroes, saints, stars, influencers, celebrities

6. The dual worldview of contemporary myths: the myth of goodness and the myth of evil
7. The mythology of the stranger

8 The mythology of beauty

9 The mythology of the end of the world

10. The mythology of science



mailto:povedak@mome.hu

Specificities of process organisation / organisation of learning:

The first half of the course is an interactive lecture. In the second half of the semester, students will
present and discuss their independent research.

Students' tasks and responsibilities:

Regular preparation of literature for the lectures, independent research and constructive comments

during the presentations.

Learning environment: classroom

Assessment:

Requirements to be met: regular preparation for class based on the given literature, active attendance,
presentation based on independent work and submission as a seminar paper.

Method of assessment: presentation + written paper

Assessment criteria: class attendance 20% + presentation 30% + essay to be submitted 50%.
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Other informations:

Recognition of knowledge acquired elsewhere/previously/validation principle:

— Some tasks may be replaced by other activities.

Out-of-class consultation times and location:

Tuesday 14.00, prior arrangement is required




