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Course title: The image as data. Methods for analysis of visual research materials 

(Introduction to Theories of Design, Art and Society. Lecture and Reading Seminar = Elméleti előadás 

olvasószemináriummal) 
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(program/level): 
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semester: 2-3 
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5 

Number of class hours: 36 

Student task hours: 114 

Related codes: 

 

Type: seminar/lecture Can it be an 

elective course? 

 

In case of an elective course what are 

the specific prerequisites: 

 

Course connections (prerequisites, parallels): 

 

The purpose and principles of the course: 

Introducing students to current issues and methods of designculture, critical studies, and social studies 

and enable them to apply this knowledge in their own fields of interest. This course focuses on 

qualitative research methods specialised on visual stimuli. The disciplinary background will be 

psychology. 

Learning outcomes (professional and general competences to be developed): 

Knowledge: The student understands in detail the theories and terminology of design culture, their 

specific characteristics, 

connection to and deviation from related areas and, based on these, able to comprehensively, 

for the formulation and analysis of special relationships. 

Ability: The student is able to creatively integrate the connections revealed by the course into his own 

design work.  

Attitude: Openness to a theoretical approach to design and art, independent critical thinking. 

Autonomy and responsibility: The student participates independently in current research projects, in the 

planning and implementation of related research. Utopian thinking in 21st century contemporary art 

and design, Borderlands of design and art, Narrative design, Speculative design, Posthumanism 

Topics and themes to be covered in the course:  



The analysis of images is primarily suited to the theoretical and methodological possibilities of 

qualitative research. From the point of view of the source, we can talk about two fundamentally 

different types of scientific image analysis (of interest to psychology or sociology). One group includes 

the analyzes of images extracted from visual culture. Such images can be, among others, visual objects 

from the press or art. The analysis of these enables the examination of one focused social psychological 

factor. For example, the examination of national identity through the analysis of historical paintings or 

the examination of the social representation of certain concepts in contemporary works of art. The 

other group includes studies that see the possibility of extracting content in visuality that is not or is 

difficult to access verbally. Drawing analysis for diagnostic purposes, and examinations based on the 

creation of images serving the exploratory needs of scientific research. An essential element of these is 

that the images are prepared upon request, at the request of the examiner, and specifically for 

instructions concerning the examination question. Another important point here is that the finished 

image is not analyzed independently, but the process of making the images and the creator's personality 

are also taken into account during the analysis. So, the specific image is not analyzed separately from 

everything else, i.e. as an independent image, as in the case of the first group. 

The course will discuss the above topics related to visual analyss for reseach purposes. 

For example: 

Pictorial representation of national identity 

Patterns of eye-movements 

Body, body image, and body representation 

Midjourney and self-image 

Collage as data 

Children’s drawing as data 

- for scientific 

- for diagnostic purposes 

Specificities of process organisation / organisation of learning:  

Course structure, nature of the individual sessions and their timing: 

The first classes will be mainly lectures, and later group and individual tasks carried out on the class and 

based on homework as well. Debate, discussion, co-learning, etc. During these sessions, the goal is to 

learn the nature of doing research based on visual data. 

Students' tasks and responsibilities: 

There will be two task due to the 14th of March and for the 11th of April. 

And there will be one closing task for the 9th of May. 

The tasks will vary based on the students’ interest. It will be clearly explained on class. 



For example: 

- analysing special patterns on INSTAGRAM  

- describing festive visuality: dress codes and symbols (freetime, family and national holydays) 

- … 

Learning environment: mainly classroom 

Assessment: 

Requirements to be met: 

The presence on the classes is mandatory. 

Two smaller tasks during the semester (25%-25%), one bigger task for the last class (50%). 

All the tasks are needed to be written and presented as well. 

 

Assessment criteria (what is taken into consideration in the assessment):  

The goal is to learn, not to make perfect research. Consequently, the more effort results in good mark. 
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Other information:  

 

Recognition of knowledge acquired elsewhere/previously/validation principle: 

No exemption from attending and completing the course. 

Exemptions from the acquisition of certain competences and the completion of certain tasks may be 

granted. 

Some tasks may be replaced by other activities. 

Full exemption may be granted. 

 

Out-of-class consultation times and location: 

Based on appointment: anikoilles@mome.hu  

 


