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Aim of the Course
The Visual Arts Management and Art Curation seminar series will provide participants with the fundamental skills and experiences necessary to build a career in the contemporary art field. The course will cover an overview of the wide-ranging and varied components which make up the dynamic and ever-changing art world, placing an emphasis on for-profit galleries.
Course participants will experience many of the complex processes involved in curating an exhibition as well as studying the ways in which visual artists can be promoted and represented. The course will give an insight into the way galleries, art dealers, collectors and artists co-operate in today’s increasingly global art world. Additionally, participants will have opportunities to explore the most important facets of Hungarian contemporary art. The psychological aspects and challenges of working in the field of contemporary art will also be discussed throughout the course.
Participants will be encouraged to take part in a range of exhibition openings, networking events, private collection visits, artist talks and studio visits. Several of the seminars will be given externally in a variety of venues, enabling participants to establish contacts from which a professional network can be developed. 
 
Course Outcomes
By the end of the term, participants will have a greater understanding and knowledge of the complexities associated with the contemporary art world. The seminar series will provide a sound foundation for those seeking either a creative or representative role within the field of Visual Arts.
 
Topics Covered
1. Professional development within the Arts.
2. Curation and project management.
3. Establishment of a for-profit Arts organisation.
4. Professional networking skills.
5. Marketing and writing press releases. 
6. Management of social media platforms
 
Tutor Description
Krisztina Kovács is Director of the Várfok Gallery, one of the longest established contemporary art galleries in Hungary.
Krisztina Kovács studied Art History at Eötvös Loránd University (ELTE) in Budapest and at the Universitá degli Studi di Perugia in Italy. Alongside her university studies, she worked in the Department of Museum Pedagogy at the Fine Arts Museum in Budapest, giving tours and holding workshops in Hungarian, English and Italian. 
Since graduating from ELTE in 2008, she has worked full time at the Várfok Gallery in Budapest, first as an art historian, an assistant, an administrator, a curator and, most recently, as its Director. Over the past eleven years, she has organised hundreds of exhibitions, written and edited several art publications and catalogues, publicised the work of the Gallery through a variety of social media and curated exhibitions both within the Gallery’s various exhibition spaces and outside the Gallery at a number of prestigious institutions and museums in Hungary and internationally. In 2016, she founded the First Generation@Várfok Gallery which is an English language based art programme and is unique in its concept and content in Hungary. The aim of First Generation@Várfok Gallery is to educate the next generation of collectors and introduce them to contemporary art through an exciting and diverse programme of events.

 
Requirements for passing the course
1.  	Class participation (max. 3 absences).
2.  	Planning and Presenting a fictitious exhibition.
3.  	End of term public presentation of project work.

	Composition of the final grade:
	 
	 
	


Concept:     	        	50%
Presentation:		40%
Class Participation:	10%



	Assessment:


excellent:                	80% -
good:                      	70% -
average:                  	60% -
satisfactory: 	        	50% -

Autumn Term Programme:
 
	Date
	Compulsory literature, tasks, deadlines

	16.09.2019
	‘Every Gallerist is an Art Dealer but not every Art Dealer is a Gallerist’.
The protagonists of the contemporary art world.

	25.09.2019
	Máté Orr: ‘Eden Deconstructed’. 
A Private View of the exhibition with a special guest, the conductor, Gergely Dubóczky which will explore the relationship between Music and Visual Arts.
This will take place at a First Generation@Várfok Gallery event at the Várfok Gallery.

	30.09. 2019
	‘New Collectors on the Block’. 
Visit and round table discussion at the Art Market Budapest Contemporary Art Fair, Millenáris Centre.

	10.10.2019
	Meet the Artist: Dialogues with Tamás Jovanovics (H) & Esther Stocker (A) 
The discussion will center around Geometric Art and the global representation of artists.
This will be part of an English language programme at the Várfok Gallery.

	14.10.2019
	‘What Price Art?’
How to price an artwork.

	21.10.2019
	Photography in the Hungarian Contemporary Art Market.
The growing importance of photography in the contemporary art market, together with an overview of significant movements.

	28.10.2019
	‘Placing Pictures’
The technicalities of curating an exhibition with practical insights into the installation process of the Várfok Gallery.

	04.11.2019
	The Relationship between Artist and Gallerist. 
Forms of artist representation and marketing tools.

	11.11.2019
	Collectors at Home.
Visit to a private collection of contemporary art.

	18.11.2019
	Task and project management.

	25.11.2019
	Consultation of the individual projects.

	02.12.2019
	Open presentation of the individual projects.


 
 

